The direct public-sector costs for mental health in Alberta.
The purpose of the study was to estimate the direct 2002 fiscal year costs for mental health, services in Alberta. Data were collected on mental health publicly funded services and costs. Mental health services cost $573 million annually, amounting to about 8.4% of all provincial health services. The greatest share of costs was for regional inpatient services and physician services (both at 22%). The more direct method used in this study shows higher estimates of mental health costs than previous studies.